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heat was a substance. They now hold it to be a
mode of motion. Yet our " scientific faith " (our
faith, I suppose, that things are hot, and that their
heat varies according to certain assigned laws)
remains unaffected. On the other hand, he says, if
we cease to believe in the Christian doctrine of the
atonement, we cease also to have that " sense of
reconciliation" between God and man which the
doctrine was intended to explain. This he seems to
regard as a kind of melancholy paradox. Why is the
scepticism harmless in science and fatal in theology ?
First, what are the admitted facts ? A man of science
propounds a theory of heat. If his theory does not
give us the observed laws, we reject it and adopt a
more successful theory. In any case, we, of course,
continue to believe in heat. We may know facts
without knowing their causes; as, for example, the
fact of gravitation, which is not the less certain
because it is at present an ultimate fact. Otherwise
our knowledge would be limited indeed; for even if
the cause (in the scientific sense) were given, we
should still have to ask, what is the cause of that
cause ? If heat is due to certain systems of atoms,
we might still inquire how the atoms came to occupy
their places, and possess the properties which they
actually have. An effect (( depends upon" a cause,
as we naturally say; but it does not follow that the